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	SSC title : Literature review on patient access to medical records and the risks that creates for people who have disclosed domestic violence and abuse
Patient access to online health records has the potential to transform patient care. Greater access to information for patients can increase knowledge and understanding, promote autonomy and informed choice and enhance the doctor–patient partnership (MPS Report: http://www.medicalprotection.org/Default.aspx?DN=df8411aa-6063-4a5d-b81c-1038d6e824ae).

However, if a patient discloses domestic violence and abuse (DVA) in confidence to their GP and this is recorded in her medical record, which it should be, remote access to the record could endanger her safety. For example, the abusive partner may coerce her to give him access to her records, leading to the discovery of the disclosure. . This relates to a broader issue of how and whether information about DVA, be it from the police or other 3rd parties should be recorded in the medical records of victims, perpetrators and their children.  

This project would aim to pull together literature from diverse sources in order to provide a comprehensive review of the risks and benefits that patient access to medical records might produce for patients experiencing DVA vulnerable group and the consequences for themselves, family and friends. This project may suit a student with an interest in medical ethics and the health care response to domestic violence.
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